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_'Dr Erhard

I wﬁte t:o you with serlous concems about Draft Proposed Regulaﬂon 49 Pa, Code @ 33.205b.
It Is my understanding that the SBOD will discuss this at its upcorning July meetlng I feel that
the expansion of PHDHPIn;lependent practice to the sites addressed In the draft proposed.
regulation) jeopardizés patient safety while perpetuating a tiered system of care that providea

. limited additional access to address, unmet dental meeds. .

-

I have been m prIVabe practice” in Warmlnster, Penns;dvanla for 35 years 1 employ 15 staff
- members Ina community that s g really-good cross séction of all soclal economie groups biit
not extremely affluent. I have watched through the yeéars-and especally fately, as norms and .
standards of care continue to be eroded iivthe name of access to care and decreased cost for . -
- that care. I taught-at the University of Pennsylvania for 10 years, so Ihave experlence with
_what It takes to properly train a dentist, and the.qualities that need to be present Jn.that ~ .
individual 1d achleve competenoe inour’ profasion Poorly and quickly trélned Individuals will
cause harm and increase costs, as they will necessitate numerous visits to accomplish hat -
could have beeri accomplished In one.visit, We wun'c even go'into the legal ramifications of -
inadequabeand faulty dentistry, Who would be held culpablé and financlally resgonsible. under
_such &@'proposal?. My asslistants, EFDAs, and' hygienists although well trained, really don‘t'have
. the capabllity to adequately: dlagnose, Ie; alone treat, what comes through oyr practice without
" our supervision. Having a- general pliysician oyersee dental ‘conditions and pathology is just -
wishful thinking; ahd does not guarantee increéased access for the tnderséerved.- :Having these.
Inadequately trained Individials visit nursing homes and providé in-home care is even more
fraught with the potential for lower standards of care. In conduslon, I believe this Ieglslation
although well intended, will cause the underserved individuals who it was supposedly desligned
to help, to seek out multiple vislts to correct what could have been handled more efficiently,
lead to poot quality dentistry that will Tequire many redoes. and remakes, and'bé a  potential
source of litigation due to posslbie malpractice

.0

s Expanding practlce tao physldans ofﬁ does not necessarly provide additional access
' o care. Physicians can lor:ate thelr practice where they see fit, indudlng hlgh-acoass o’
afﬂuent areas of the state, .
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;¢ In-liome treatment; «espedially for the medically oompromised with health compllcaﬂons,
" Is inherently risky. It should not be attempted by someone without emergehey care
_training, Basic Life Support certification, and portable life-saving equipment, . g
+” There is fio conslderation or statement of who will be"held ciilly Hiable for malpractice or-
'If the standard of care 1s not met for services provided by a PHDHP In a physician’s. -,
office.or child-care Setting. Additionally, there Is no statement régarding the supérvisory
vesponsibilities for physiclans.

‘I recommend the State ‘Board of. Denﬂst:y take the opporﬁunlty to amend these
- regulations. with the goal of ensurlng patient safety while fulfiling the oﬂglnal goal of
PHDHP.treatment, whrch is geﬂjng more-people into a déntal home, -,

Tha'nk.vqur

David M Valen DMD, FAGD
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