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I write W’ouwith s&lous concerns-about Draft Proposed ReuiaUpn 49 Pa. Code @33205b.
It Is mp understanding that the SBODwii disaiss this at its updominJuIv nieeting. I feel that
the expansion ofPHDHPJndendent practice tó-thè sites addres ed In the draft froposed.
regulatioij jeopardizEs pitient safety while perpetuating a tierid syttem of care that provides.
limited additional access to address unmet dental heeds.

Ihave-been in frivate praëuceli Warminstei-, ‘eniisyi(’aniaio 5 yars..enipiby 15 staff.:
members !n.s community that is a reallyood cross section of alli dal economic groups but
not sthefriely affluent I-have watched through the yéars’and espédauy lately/as norms and.
stahdards of care continue tobe Soded in the name of access to care ariddecreased cost for

• that care I twighbat theUhIeisity of Pennsylvania for 10 year& so I-;h&e expellénce with
•what it takEs to properly train a dentist and thequalldes that heed tobe present Jntha
IndlldualtO athleve-coñipetenceihourprofession. Poorly and quickly trained IndMduàls ‘ill
cause harm and incräs costs, as- they will necessitate nurnerous.vislts ,w accomplish What
could have been accomplished-In -one.vi&tWé worit even gointo the legal mrniflcaUdns àf
inadequateand faulty dept&iy. Wi-id would be hid culpable and financially resØonslble;under

isuth a’froposalzMy assistants, EFDAs, and hygienist although well trained; really don’thave
the capability to adequately diagnose, let alone treat, what comes through our practice wrthout
Our supervision Having a general physician oyersee dental conditions and pathology Is just
wishful thinMng and does notguarantee Increased access for the Undersewed Having these
iñadequatèly &ained indMdUals visit nursinghomes andprovlde in:home care is évènrñdie
fraught with the potential for iowerstandards of care. th copclustoñ, I believe.this legislation
although wefl intended, will cause the underserved individuals who it was supposedly designed
to help, to seek out multiple visits to con-ect what could have been handled more efficiently,
lead to poor qualitydentistry that will -require many redoeand remakes, and be a potential.
source of litgabon due to possible malpractice

Expanding practice to physicians’ offices does not necesarrfr provide additional access
to care Physicians can locate their practice where they see fit, Including high-access or
affluent areas of the state
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In-home beatrnent;thpedaliy forthe medkily cornpmniised with health complications,
Is inherendy risky. It should not be attempted by someone without emérgehcy cate
training, Basic’Ufe Suppoftceftlflcation, and portbIe flfe:saving üquipment.

• - There is no consideration or statement of who will be held civilly liable ftr malpractice or
if the standard of care is not met fbr services provided by a PHDHP in a physician’s
officeor child-care sethng; Additionally, there is nostatement regarding the supervisory
responsibilities for physicians.

• I recomfliebd the State Bard of Denusby take the opportunity to amend these -

• regulations with the goal of ensuring patient safety while fulfilling the original goal of
• PHDKBfreatvent, which is getting morepeople.into a dental héme.

Thank you,

David M Valen DM0, FAGO -
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